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The University of Dayton

News Release
August 3, 1993
Contact: Teri Rizvi

MARIAN LIBRARY HOLDS VIRTUALLY COMPLETE MARY STAMP
COLLECTION--MINUS A RARE, HUNGARIAN UPSIDE-DOWN STATUE
DAYTON, Ohio-- In stamp-collecting circles, this rare 1943 Hungarian postage· stamp
may be bigger than Elvis.
It's a replica of a painting of a statue of Mary, but the mother of God is literally doing
a handstand. Printed upside down and then recalled by Hungarian postal authorities who
belatedly realized the mistake, the stamp is worth between $20,000 and $40,000. There are
perhaps three or four in the world.
It's one of the few stamps of Mary you won't find in the Marian Library on the
University of Dayton campus. The library, which holds the distinction of having the world's
largest collection of printed material on Mary, has the complete stamp collection from 1920
through 1991--minus one. That's thanks to a recent gift of approximately 2,500 stamps of
Mary from 80-year-old Marianist Brother Eugene Claret, an avid stamp collector in Fribourg,
Switzerland.
The nearly 9,000 stamps of Mary cover the Annunciation to the Assumption, from
Argentina to Zimbabwe. There's something for every taste, from Lichtenstein's colorful 1981
modernistic Holy Family in the desert to elaborate renderings of Baroque paintings from
Yugoslavia. The book value of the collection is $32,000. Some of the highlights:
·~

•

Virtually every Christmas stamp of Mary ever printed;

•

5,400 stamps from 180 countries;

•

2,300 stamps from 328 famous painters, including a series of paintings or
sketches of the Madonna by German master Albrecht Durer,
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•

500 first-day commemorative post cards;

•

the oldest, a 1920 Hungarian stamp of Mary;

•

among the most valuable, an eight-stamp Spanish series, "Montserrat," at
$1 ,200 and a 1932 Hungarian stamp, "Patrona Hungariae," worth $850;

•

a postmark logo of Mary used in Greece during World War II;

•

a collection from the United Arab Emirates, a Moslem nation; and

•

a 1967 Portuguese stamp commemorating the 50th anniversary of Marian
apparitions at Fatima.

"Practically all the stamps have been donated to the iibrary, n said the Rev. Johann
Roten, S.M., director of the International Marian Research Institute and a stamp aficionado.
"Most of the stamps were issued around Christmas time."
How does Roten know the Marian Library can now boast of having virtually a
complete set? Last year he shipped the library's unorganized collection, which had been
sitting on shelves collecting dust, to Claret in Switzerland. The stamp collector/trader
organized the 18 binders, inventoried the collection "and completed it with his own stamps,"
Roten said.
Outside the elusive, expensive Hungarian stamp and a few from the 1990s, "he knew
he had the complete set."
-30For interviews, contact Father Johann Roten at (513) 229-4257. For black-and-white photos
or color slides, contact Teri Rizvi at (513) 229-3241.

